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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 8/11/09 
has been entered. 

2. The following is an Office Action in response to a communication received on 
8/11/2009. 

Acknowledgement 

3. Claim status: 

■ Newly added claims: 90 and 91 

■ Pending claims : 1-8, 59-63 and 82-91 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5, Claims 1-8, 59-63, and 82-91 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being 
unpatentable over Kaminkow et al (2003/0036425) in views of French (5735,742). 

As per claim 1, Kaminkow discloses that a system comprising: 

a plurality of casino games located in a gaming establishment wherein at least 
some of the games include a reader component adapted to detect a RFID tag in 
proximity to the reader component and read data from the RFID tag, wherein the RFID 
tag is carried by an individual in the gaming establishment (Fig.1; via casino 150 with 
gaming machines 100-103 and para 0165 and 0170; via RFID tags carried by person 
[players] in the Casio establishment); 

a network communicably coupling the plurality of casino games in the gaming 
establishment (Abstract , para 0066 and Fig.3; via local network 345); and 

an information system including software operable on the system to associate 
location data with reader component of each of the plurality of casino games and to 
record information concerning the movement and activities of an individual in a gaming 
establishment as determined from reading the RFID tag carried by the individual in the 
gaming establishment (Fig.1 and para 0007, via casino 150 gaming machines 100- 
103 are connected via data collection unit [DCU] to the player tracking / accounting 
server 120 with display 34, in the hardware and software implemented loyalty reward 
program, implied and inherent processors having computer readable media); 

wherein upon detection of RFID tag carried by the individual, the casino games 
send the data from the RFID tag to the information system (Abstract; via RFID tag); 
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Kaminkow did not explicitly disclose that the information system uses the data 
received from the casino games and the location data to determine the movement of the 
individual through the gaming establishment 

However, French being in the same field of invention discloses that the 
information system uses the data received from the casino games and the location data 
to determine the movement of the individual through the gaming establishment 
(Abstract and col.2, lines 9+; via a system 11 ... automatically tracking the flow and 
history of the gaming chips to players and dealers; col.6, lines 2+; via the gaming chips 
placement area 23 is a player's bet area, the total value of chips played by a player 
identified by the associated card reader 33 over a given time period can be ascertained 
[player's location and how long he played]) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to an ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention was made to modify the features mentioned by Kaminkow to include the 
disclosures as taught by French in order to facilitate the tracking electronically, the 
movement of the gaming chips [associated with players] for identifying location and time 
period used by players at the casino. 

As per claim 2, Kaminkow, discloses that a data transmission system 
connecting the reader component to the information system and wherein the 
transmission system comprises physical connectors connecting the information system 
to the reader components (Figs. 9C-D and 10A-B and para 0165, line 11; via RFID 
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reader located on the gaming machine works with RFID system for player tracking 
program implemented on the gaming machine). 

As per claim 3, Kaminkow discloses that a data transmission system 
connecting the reader component to the information system and wherein the 
transmission system comprises RF transmission components passing data between the 
reader components and the information system using radio frequency transmissions 
(para 0031; via input mechanism is Radio Frequency [RFID] reader and the RFID 
system). 

As per claims 4-8, Kaminkow discloses that the reader component is an 
antenna and a reader unit located outside or in the casino game, receiving input from a 
plurality of antennas wherein the antennas are located in two or more different casino 
games (Figs. 1, 9C-D and 10A-B and para 0164-0165, line 5; via RFID readers 910 
may probe simultaneously a plurality of RFID tags carried by players in the casino 
environment). 

Claims 9 - 58. (Canceled) 

As per claim 59, Kaminkow discloses that a system comprising: 
a plurality of casino games located in a gaming establishment having one or 
more reader components positioned therein, wherein the reader components are 
adapted to detect a RFID tag in proximity to the reader component and read data from 
the RFID tag, wherein the RFID tag is carried by an individual in the gaming 
establishment (Fig.1; via casino 150 with gaming machines 100-103 and para 0165 
and 0170; via RFID tags carried by person [players] in the Casio establishment); 
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a network communicably coupling the plurality of casino games in the gaming 
establishment_(Abstract and Fig.3; via local network 345); and 

an information system including software operable on the system to associate 
location data with reader component of each of the plurality of casino games and to 
record information concerning the movement and activities of an individual in a gaming 
establishment as determined from reading the RFID tag carried by the individual in the 
gaming establishment (Fig.1 and para 0007, via casino 150 gaming machines 100- 
103 are connected via data collection unit (DCU) to the player tracking / accounting 
server 120 with display 34, in the hardware and software implemented loyalty reward 
program) implied and inherent processors having computer readable media); 

wherein upon v \ . tag carried by the individual, the casino gamed 

send the data from the RFID tag to the information system (Abstract; via RFID tag); 

Kaminkow did not explicitly disclose that the information system uses the data 
received from the casino games and the location data to determine the movement of the 
individual through the gaming establishment 

However, French being in the same field of invention discloses that the 
information system uses the data received from the casino games and the location data 
to determine the movement of the individual through the gaming establishment 
(Abstract and col.2, lines 9+; via a system 11 ... automatically tracking the flow and 
history of the gaming chips to players and dealers; col.6, lines 2+; via the gaming chips 
placement area 23 is a player's bet area, the total value of chips played by a player 
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identified by the associated card reader 33 over a given time period can be ascertained 
[player's location and how long he played]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to an ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention was made to modify the features mentioned by Kaminkow to include the 
disclosures as taught by French in order to facilitate the tracking electronically, the 
movement of the gaming chips [associated with players] for identifying location and time 
period used by players at the casino. 

Claims 60-63 are rejected as per the reasons set forth in claims 4-6 and 8 
respectively. 

Claims 64 - 81 (Cance ) 

As per claim 82, Kaminkow discloses that a o N \ comprising: 

detecting an RFID tag in proximity to a reader component of the plurality of 
reader components, wherein the RFID tag is carried by an individual in the gaming 
establishment (Fig.1; via casino 150 with gaming machines 100-103 and para 0165 
and 0170; via RFID tags carried by person [players] in the Casio establishment); 

reading data from the RFID tag (para 0164; via reader/programmer 910 is to 
provide means of communicating with the tags and facilitating data transfer); and 

recording information concerning the movement or activities of the individual in 
the gaming establishment as determined from reading the RFID tag carried by the 
individual in the gaming establishment and as determined by the location data (para 
0164; via reader/programmer 910 is to provide means of communicating with the tags 
and facilitating data transfer implied recording information/movement of person/players), 
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Kaminkow did not explicitly disclose the step of associating location data with 
reader component of each of the plurality of casino games therein; transmitting the data 
to an information system 

However, French being in the same field of invention discloses the step of 
associating location data with reader component of each of the plurality of casino 
games therein; transmitting the data to an information system (Abstract and col.2, 
lines 9+; via a system 11 ... automatically tracking the flow and history of the gaming 
chips to players and dealers; col.6, lines 2+; via the gaming chips placement area 23 is 
a player's bet area, the total value of chips played by a player identified by the 
associated card reader 33 over a given time period can be ascertained [player's location 
and how long he played]) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to an ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention was made to modify the features mentioned by Kaminkow to include the 
disclosures as taught by French in order to facilitate the tracking electronically, the 
movement of the gaming chips [associated with players] for identifying location and time 
period used by players at the casino. 

As per claim 83, Kaminkow discloses that the step of recording information 
concerning the movement or activities of the individual includes recording the 
individual's game playing history by determining the proximity to a casino game of the 
RFID tag carried by the individual (para 0170, lines 15-18; via the players [persons] to 
be in a location within the range of the RFID reader, RFID tags persons carrying to be 
read, implied player's information). 
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As per claim 84, Kaminkow discloses that the step of further comprising 
detecting an RFID tag in proximity to a casino game whether or not the individual plays 
the casino game (para 0170, lines 1-5; via person carrying RFID tags without active 
participation). 

As per claim 85, kaminkow discloses that the RFID tag is mounted in a token or 
card an individual uses in connection with playing a casino game. (Figs. 9C, 10A-10B 
and para 0156, lines 1-8; via RFID tag 906 may be embedded in a media, such as 
paper or plastic i.e. credit card size plastic substrate or printable label with adhesive 
backing) 

As per claim 86, Kaminkow discloses that a computer-readable medium having 
stored thereon computer executable instructions for causing one or more processors to 
perform a method (Fig.1 and para 0007, via casino 150 gaming machines 100-103 are 
connected via data collection unit (DCU) to the player tracking / accounting server 120 
with display 34, in the hardware and software implemented loyalty reward program) 
implied and inherent processors having computer readable media), the method 
comprising: 

detecting an RFID tag in proximity to a reader component of the plurality of 
reader components, wherein the RFID tag is carried by an individual in the gaming 
establishment (Fig.1; via casino 150 with gaming machine 100-103 and para 0165 and 
0170; via RFID tags carried by person [players] in the Casio establishment); 

reading data from the RFID tag (para 0164; via reader/programmer 910 is to 
provide means of communicating with the tags and facilitating data transfer); and 
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recording information concerning the movement or activities of the individual in 
the gaming establishment as determined from reading the RFID tag carried by the 
individual in the gaming establishment and as determined by the location data (para 
0164; via reader/programmer 910 is to provide means of communicating with the tags 
and facilitating data transfer). 

Kaminkow fails explicitly to disclose the step of associating location data with 
reader component of each of the plurality of casino games therein; transmitting the data 
to an information system 

However, French being in the same field of invention discloses the step of 
associating location data with reader component of each of the plurality of casino 
games therein; transmitting the data to an information system (Abstract and col.2, 
lines 9+; via a system 11 ... automatically tracking the flow and history of the gaming 
chips to players and dealers; col.6, lines 2+; via the gaming chips placement area 23 is 
a player's bet area, the total value of chips played by a player identified by the 
associated card reader 33 over a given time period can be ascertained [player's location 
and how long he played]) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to an ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention was made to modify the features mentioned by Kaminkow to include the 
disclosures as taught by French in order to facilitate the tracking electronically, the 
movement of the gaming chips [associated with players] for identifying location and time 
period used by players at the casino. 
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Claims 87-89 are rejected as per the reasons set forth in the claims 83-85 

respectively. 

As per claim 90 (new), Kaminkow did not disclose the system (of claim 1), 
wherein the information system is operable to determine how long the individual has 
been playing the casino games based on the data received from the casino games and 

However, French, being in the same filed of invention discloses the system, 
wherein the information system is operable to determine how long the individual has 
been playing the casino games based on the data received from the casino games and 
the location data (Abstract and col.2, lines 9+; via a system 11 ... automatically 
tracking the flow and history of the gaming chips to players and dealers; col.6, lines 2+; 
via the gaming chips placement area 23 is a player's bet area, the total value of chips 
played by a player identified by the associated card reader 33 over a given time period 
can be ascertained [player's location and how long he played]) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to an ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention was made to modify the features mentioned by Kaminkow to include the 
disclosures as taught by French in order to facilitate the tracking electronically, the 
movement of the gaming chips [associated with players] for identifying location and time 
period used by players at the casino. 



Claim 91 (new), is rejected as per the reasons set forth in the claim 90 
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Response to Arguments 
6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-8, 59-63, and 82-91 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

1) In response to Applicant's argument Remarks (Page 8, para 2 to 10, para3) 
that "As an initial matter ... Nguyen 707, 307, 39' ... Non of the elements in Fig.1, nor 
the elements described at paragraph [0007] teach or suggest associating any location 
data with a plurality of reader components ... Additionally, claimsl and 59 recite that ... 
RFID tag ... Nguyen 707 is not prior art ... is also non-obvious, MPEP 2143.03", the 
examiner respectfully does not agree all, such as Kaminkow refers in para 0206-0207 
with location manager 1010 may be capable of providing location service ... locate one 
or more RFID tags [associated with players] and may store a record that RFID tag 1018 
has been used by players to initiate loyalty program. However, for more clarity, a new 
prior art of French (Abstract and col.2, lines 9+; via a system 11 ... automatically 
tracking the flow and history of the gaming chips to players and dealers; col.6, lines 2+; 
via the gaming chips placement area 23 is a player's bet area, the total value of chips 
played by a player identified by the associated card reader 33 over a given time period 
can be ascertained [player's location and how long he played]) is provided. 

2) Finally, as it is understood all references cited are to teach and suggest the 
concept of the invention, but not the complete invention applied for and cited references 
are to be considered as a whole of their entirety. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Luciano et al (2002/0111210) discloses Anonymous Player Identifiers in a 
Gaming Environment 

Paulson (6,628,939) discloses personal gaming device 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HATEM ALI whose telephone number is (571)270-3021 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8.00 to 6.00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kambiz Abdi can be reached on 571-272-6702. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Harish Dass Hatem AN 

Primary Examiner, Examiner 
Art Unit 3692 Art Unit 3692 



/Harish T Dass/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3692 



